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Bastian, Mitchell reign over 
Henry High Homecoming
 During the Henry High School coronation which was held on Tues-
day, September 19, King Austin Bastian and Queen Harlee Mitchell 
were chosen to reign over the 2017 Homecoming festivities.
 Austin is the son of Shawn and Lynn Bastian.
 Harlee is the daughter of Stephanie Raasch and Roger Mitchell.
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WEATHERWEATHER  

HI LO PRHI LO PR
Sept. 19 ................ 76 52 1.98
Sept. 20 ................ 68 47 0
Sept. 21 ................ 79 52 0
Sept. 22 ................ 85 52 .10
Sept. 23 ................ 59 51 2.36
Sept. 24 ................ 58 47 .16
Sept. 25 ................ 51 45 .47
2017 precipitation to date  20.92
2016 precipitation to date  17.04 

 As words hit the computer - it is 
hot out!  Being written Friday after-
noon, the fi rst day of fall it is 85˚.  
And humid.  It is a little diffi cult 
to think about October, with every-
thing fall-like that October brings.  
The forecast for the near future, in-
cluding into October, does not have 
the temperature climbing into the 
70˚’s, one indication that autumn 
will make its entrance.
 October, which starts Sunday, is 
a month characterized by both hot 
and cold weather, as well as both 
wet and dry spells.  Halloween is 
at the end of this glorious month, 
along with the Lutefi sk Supper, for 
those inclined to eat this cod delica-
cy.
 The rains received in the past 
week are unprecedented.  On Tues-
day of last week the offi cial amount 
received for the city of Clark was 
1.98”.  Over the weekend Clark re-
ceived almost two inches.  As dry as 
this semi-arid summer has been, 
the fi rst rain soaked right into the 
parched ground.  The second set of 
moisture events has created some 
puddling.  One thing is sure, the 
level of green for the last week of 
September is enjoyed by ag produc-
ers of all varieties. 
 Soybean harvest had begun be-
fore the rains came, and now that 
‘green lushness’ might not be appre-

Autumn is a great time of the year
▲ October is the month of the pheasant hunt start

 During hunting season, the Clark County Airport is 
active.  This photo of the Clark County Airport was 
taken on Potato Day, when Wheatland Aviation had 
their Fly In.
 Duck season starts this Saturday, the non-resident 

pheasant season starts the third Saturday in October 
and the East River Deer season starts the third Satur-
day in November.

Photo courtesy of Steve Hennings

 The South Dakota results have 
been released for 2017 American 
College Testing and Clark High 
School had very positive results.
 S. D.’s average ACT score for 
2017 was 21.8 compared to the 
national average of 21.0 and last 
year’s statewide average of 21.9.
 Clark’s average ACT score in 
2017 was 22.2, above both the state 
and national average.
 Clark’s score of 22.2 was the sec-
ond highest score of the last fi ve 
years (see chart below).  In three of 
the four areas, English, mathemat-
ics and science, Clark was above the 
state average.  The only area where 
Clark was below the state average 
was in reading.
 Clark High School principal Jer-
ry Hartley commented, “Any test, 
anyone needs to realize it’s a partic-
ular group on a particular day.  But, 
yes we are very pleased and happy 
with the results.”
 Hartley then explained the im-
portance of the ACT for scholarship 
purposes and college entrance.  “We 
do some ACT prep work in English 
and math and as sophomores stu-
dents take the pre-ACT exam,” he 
recalled.
 Clark’s Class of 2017 had 13 of 

the 21 graduates take the test, 62 
percent.
 Nationally, 60 percent of 2017 
graduates took the ACT and in 
South Dakota, 80 percent of grad-
uates took the ACT in 2017, com-
pared to 76 percent in 2016.
 The students also performed 
above the state level on the bench-
mark scores for college readiness 
in designated college courses.  A 
benchmark score is the minimum 
score needed on an ACT subject-ar-
ea test to indicate a 50 percent 
chance of obtaining a B or higher or 
about a 75 percent chance of obtain-
ing a C or higher in the correspond-
ing credit-bearing college course.
 Efforts such as career and tech-
nical education programs, career 
counseling, dual credit opportuni-
ties and school and business part-
nerships support the connection 
between students and the world of 
work.  “At the state level, we are 
aiming to help school districts to 
offer and expand these kinds of ef-
forts, so students have a really good 
understanding of - and ideally some 
hands-on experiences with - the op-
portunities available to them once 
they leave school,” said Secretary of 
Education Dr. Melody Schopp.

CHS outpaces state average on ACT

Clark School District Average ACT scores
Grad year    English Math Reading Science Composite
2013 21.2 21.0 21.0 21.3 21.3
2014 22.9 23.2 22.5 23.1 22.9
2015 20.3 19.1 19.5 20.3 19.9
2016 21.3 21.0 22.5 22.2 21.9
2017 20.9 22.4 21.8 23.1 22.2 

 With sirens blaring on and off for much of Tuesday evening, little dam-
age was reported in Clark and throughout the county.
 This tree on the north side of US Highway 212, just east of Hovde’s 
Physical Therapy Clinic is one of the few trees in town that did suffer 
damage Tuesday evening.  Clark offi cially had 1.98” of rain Tuesday.

Tuesday was a scary evening
Tuesday storm and weekend rains bring 
about unprecedented moisture amounts
 Rain has been the big story this 
past week.  It has been a long time 
since Clark County has seen this 
much rain, especially this time of 
the year.
 The Tuesday, Sept. 19 storm 
came with tornado warnings.  Two 
tornadoes touched down in Clark 
County, one four miles southwest 
of Clark and one a half mile east 
of Bradley.  Both tornadoes were 
EF 0 rated, with wind speeds of 70 
mph and both touched down in open 
fi elds and did little damage.
 The offi cial rain report for last 
Tuesday, in Clark, was 1.98” and 
many places in Clark County re-
ceived at least that much or more.
 The weekend rains were just as 
widespread with no damage what-
soever.
 The week’s total of rainfall of 
7.45” at Raymond, reported by Lee 
Kopriva, tops the list of total rain-
fall.  Second place of 6.0” at Bradley, 
reported by Scott Finstad, shows 

how the rain was quite widespread 
throughout the county.
 Kelly Serr of the National Weath-
er service out of Aberdeen sup-
plied the information of the torna-
does and she also talked rainfall 
amounts and the weather ahead.
 “Clark received, in one week, 
about twice the rainfall amount 
which is average for September,” 
said Serr.  As a result of all of the 
water, many puddles exist and 
fi elds are very wet.
 “The rest of the week until the 
fi rst half of the weekend should be 
dry,” she said.
 Temperatures are also expected 
to creep back to normal as the week 
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Vienna and Dixon cemeteries are associated with Bethlehem Lutheran

 The Vienna Lutheran Cemetery 
is located along 435th Avenue be-
tween 184th and 185th Street just 
to the north of the town of Vienna.
 On the top of a hill surrounded by 
pine trees and cottonwood trees, the 
well-kept cemetery is surrounded 
by a strong fence. 
 A gate on the west side seems to 
be an iron gate between four brick 
pillars.
 Sexton Chuck Lusk and the cem-
etery board of Julian Hamre, John 
and Julayne Thoreson, Harold Sin-
grey, Lloyd Brekke, Brad Larson 
and Dick Fuller, who manage the 
Pleasant Lutheran Cemetery (as 
was featured in last week’s Clark 
County Courier) are in charge of the 
Vienna Lutheran Cemetery and the 
Dixon Cemetery.
 The Dixon Cemetery is approx-
imately one mile east of Vienna to 
437th Avenue where one would turn 
north and go about a half mile.
 Both cemeteries are affi liat-
ed with the Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, formerly the Vienna Lu-
theran Church.

Vienna Lutheran Cemetery
 Approximately 230 as of the year 
2012 are laid to rest in the ceme-
tery. 
 There are 19 Frokes, 12 Brak-
kes, eight Brekkes, seven Keisers 
and Cluts, six Jensens, Larsens 
and Eggens with multiple names of 
the Fryslie, Holmstrom, Nesheim, 
Megard and Raastad families.
 Eleven tall family name stones 
are in the cemetery which has a 
variety of headstones from the new-
er ones to the older white simple 
markers used in earlier years.
 ‘Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord’ is the verse on the 1916 
headstone of Chrestina Nelson.  It 
is also the saying on Ole Tarkeld-
son’s large stone which also has a 
star etching on both sides.
 Kalob Regnier 1985-1999 has 
a motorcycle on his stone that he 
shares with his mother and father.  
Myron Regnier is also laid to rest 
with Kalob.  Myron died in 2006.
 ‘I love you dad - Daniel’ is on the 
headstone of Ronald Megard 1946-
1997.

 A unique stone with an angel 
weeping and bent over the stone 
with fl owers held in her hand is at 
the gravesite of Ethan Rasmussen.  
The saying behind the stone reads - 
‘Those we have held in our arms for 
a little while - we hold in our hearts 
forever’.
Dixon Cemetery
 Overlooking farm land as far as 

the eye can see is the view from the 
hilltop location of the Dixon Ceme-
tery.
 On the front gate with the met-
al arch at the top that says Dixon
Cemetery is a plaque on the end 
post.  The plaque reads Dixon New 
Hope Cemetery - in memory of John
V. Cluts.

 Editor’s Note: Studying old records and visiting Clark 
County cemeteries reveals not only the fi nal resting place of 
hundreds of early settlers, but also gives a partial glimpse of 
pioneer life when this area was still known as “Dakota Ter-
ritory”.  Along with the large town and church cemeteries 
are those abandoned, forlorn private cemeteries that dot the 
landscape in this county.  The following story is one in a series 
of histories of the twenty-eight graveyards in Clark County.  
Persons knowing of cemeteries that might be missed in this 
report, or have history material connected with cemeteries in 
the locality are urged to contact the Courier.

 This is the view looking towards the northeast in the Vienna Lutheran 
Cemetery.  Now affi liated with the Bethlehem Lutheran Church, the cem-
etery sexton is Chuck Lusk.  In the foreground, among the Holmstrom 
family members, the center headstone marking the gravesites of Leon-
ard and Wilma Holmstrom has their names and dates on two large books 
resembling Bibles, which are facing each other.
 Located along 437th Avenue just over the Clark County border into 

Hamlin County and a half mile north of 185th Street going east from Vien-
na is the scenic Dixon Cemetery.  This cemetery’s sexton is Chuck Lusk 
and the Pleasant Lutheran Cemetery board oversees and does mainte-
nance on the Dixon, Vienna Lutheran and Pleasant Lutheran cemeteries.
 Surrounded by farmland and various varieties of trees, the cemetery is 
fenced with an iron gate on the east side.
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